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AThe practice of conservati ol
conviction of what is ethically and esthetically

right; as well as what is economically expedient.

A thing is right only when it tends to preserve the

integrity, stability and beauty of the community

and the community includes soil, waters, fauna,

flora,aswe | | as people. o

Essay / The Ecological @science
Aldo Leopold



WELCOME!

January 9, 2002
Fellow Townspeople,

Pursuant to the Connecticut General Statutes, the Planning and Zoningseommi
sion has prepared this Plan as a guide for fulesionmaking with regard to
land use, environmental protection, andrexanic development in our town.

This Plan has been developed by the Planning Committee and the Planning and
Zoning Commission. Preliminary drafts of the Plan were refined baseerbal v
and written comments received from residents during numerous public meetings,
workshops and sueys.
It has been the Commissionbés goal to develop a Pl
planning practices, reflects the consensus of the community, and establis
a working blueprint for the future of our town. It is important to stress that
the recanmendations in the Plan:
e are based on factual public data from state and local sources,
¢ reflect the voices of our fellow residents from public meetings,
workshops,written comments, and two townwide surveys,
e are intended to improve and maintain the overall quality of life,
and
e are designed to preserve, enhance, and promote the rural &h
racter of our town and its traditional New England village.

In this document, & have chosen to use the common name of Falls Village

when referring to our town instead of the legal name of Town of Canaan to avoid

common confusion with the Avillage of Canaano anc
in the Town of North Canaan.

It is our intent that the Plan be referred to, discussed, and refined over time as
conditions change. We look forward to working with all residents to preserve
community character and enhance the quality of life for all in Falls Village.

Sincerely,

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION



PREFACE

Statutory Reference Purpose Of The P|an

Section 823 of the Conneét
cut General Statutes require.  This Plan of Conservation and Development is a tool for guiding the future of
that the Planning Comsi g5 vijllage. The goals and recommendations of the Plan are intended to reflect

ion prepare, adopt, anc . . )
Z'mendpapmn of C';nsm the overall consensus of Falls Village residentsuabvhat is best for the oo

tion and Development for ~Munity and its residents in thetfire.
Falls Village. The requa-
ments for the Plan arésted

in that statute. Summary of Directions

During the process of preparing this Plan, numerous public meetings and exe
cises were held to help identify and understand issues that are importait to res
dentsand the community as a whole.

The Plan strategies fall into the following major themes:

e Preserve Community Characteri Since Falls Village residents arent
animous in their desire to preserve those characteristics that mat
Village special, the lan begins by identifying what those cheteaistic
are and how to preserve them.

e Address Community Need$ The next section of the Plan identifiesnt
munity needs that were identified by residents and strategies to ¢
them.

e Guide Developmenti The Plan then looks at how to guide land use &
ties in the different parts of the community to help preserve comn
chaacter and help address needs and opportunities.

e Promote Community Spirit i In order to help preserve and maintair
small towncharacter, the Plan identifies strategies to promote ar
hance community spirit and pride.

Since this is a Plan of fAConserwationo
dress both stability and change. It is the philosophy of the Plan to preserve and
enhance community character while addressing community needs and guiding
future development and change.

February 15, 2002



Use of the Plan of Conservation and Devegiment Other Relevant Information

In addition to a comprehe
This Plan is an advisory document for the Planning & Zoning Commission, othgye inventory and asses
Town boards and commissions, and current and future Fallg¥illesidents. It Ment of local conditions and
.. . . . . trends, the process used t
is intended to guide local residents and to provide a framework for consistefit),re the Plan included
decisionmaking with regard to conservation and development activities in Fallgany meetings with the

Village over the next decade. Planning & Zoning Comnsk
sion, other Town agencies,

. o . . and Falls Village residents
While the statutory responsibility to adopt tRé&n rests with the Planning & o =~ eas andere

Zoning Commission, implementation will only occur with the diligent efforts ofgmmendations  were i
the residents and officials of Falls Village. cussed anddfined.

In addition to the information

|mp|ementati0n contained in this Plan, other

relevant information has

. . . . included:
While adoption of the Plan denotes the end of the planning process, it marks t.heWorkbooks (booklets on

beginning of the implementation process. Creating a guide for implementation is gjfferent topical issues)

the major dvantage of a comprehensive planning process. prepared during the
process for participants,
However, planning never really ends. As strategies are implemented and eV Slr;‘]"so‘fr% adopted

luated, new information can help refine thtan recommendations and lead in , | icriais such as fes
new directions. In such an evolving process, the challenge will be to keep the gent surveys.

Plan current in terms of implemented programs and current commuidty- pr
ties. The workbooks were placed
at Town Hall and the David

. . . - . . . M. Hunt Memorial Librar
With this Plan, an important tool is in place for Fallslagle residents to begin ¢, residents to review duriﬁg

this journey and implement strategies that will help maintain and enhance tine process.
quality of life for curent and future residents.

While there may be refinements in the goals and strategies of this Plan over time,

it is anticipated hat this philosophy will remain relevant during the anticipated
tenyear life of this Plan of Conservation and Deypehent.

February 15, 2002
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