TOWN OF CANAAN BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 13, 2009

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031

PRESENT:  First Selectman, Patricia Allyn Mechare; Selectman, Peter G. Lawson; and Selectman, Charles H. Lewis.

ALSO PRESENT/MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY:  Lakeville Journal representative, Patrick Sullivan.

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Regular Meeting called to order at 7:32 p.m. by First Selectman, Patricia Allyn Mechare.

By consensus, the adding of a new Agenda item under New Business, as item D, being the matter of Signing of a contract with Berkshire Alarm for Fire House.

II.  PUBLIC COMMENT (limit of 2 minutes):  N/A.

III.  APPROVAL OF PENDING MINUTES:

-3/09/09 Regular meeting:  On a motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 3/09/09 Regular meeting.  Unanimous;

-3/26/09 Special meeting: On a motion by Lawson, seconded by Lewis it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 3/26/09 Special meeting.  Unanimous;

-4/8/09 Special meeting: On a motion by Lawson, seconded by Lewis it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 4/8/09 Special meeting.  Unanimous;

IV.  TREASURER AND TAX COLLECTOR REPORTS:

-Treasurer’s report:  Mechare commented that at the end of the fiscal year, any unexpended funds should be restored to Reserve accounts;  

-Tax Collector’s reports: February 2009 & March 2009 reports provided.  Mechare commented that the tax sale proceeding on three properties on Stein Lane owned by Marco Canedo had commenced, as reported by Jean Bronson, Tax Collector.  On a Motion by Lewis, seconded by Lawson it was moved to receive, as presented, the monthly report of the Town Treasurer.  Unanimous.

V.  COMMUNICATIONS:

A. Written
1. CIRMA -  Colleen White, Senior Underwriter – workmen’s comp up 3%;
2. State of Connecticut/OPM/LoCIP Entitlements;
3. American Cancer Society – honoring of Jan Tenny, survivor and volunteer.

     B.  Oral – Reminder: Town Hall closing @ 11:00 a.m. on 5/5/09.
VI.  REPORTS:

A. Town Board and Commission Vacancies – One Regular Member of the Board of Finance,
One Alternate Member of the Board of Finance (Board of Finance fills vacancies between municipal elections), Town Historian.

-Pat reported that although Tracy Atwood had emailed his resignation from the Board of Finance to the Board Chairman and Recording Secretary, he failed to provide written notice to the Town Clerk and, therefore, his resignation could not be accepted.
-By consensus, the adding of a new Agenda item under New Business, as item E, being the matter of Planning and Zoning Commission alternate position.
B.  Public Safety Planning Council and REPT (Regional Evaluation Planning Team) – PSPC no meeting; REPT update provided;
C.  COG Report – update provided;
D.  Route 7 and Johnson Road Feeder Grant Project – funds from the state Dept. of Transportation finally received;
E.  STEAP 107, 103 (FVCT) and FVVFD:

-STEAP/FVVFD – Pat reported that the permit is close to being in place and that once that occurs, the site work will continue;

-STEAP/107 Main Street – no contact from State yet;

-STEAP/103 Main Street – no word regarding Agreement;

F.  Northwestern Connecticut Regional Planning Collaborative – update provided, on-site visit in Falls Village by Concord Group, consultants, looking for areas in which to locate Incentive Housing Zones; funds needed for program to continue;
G.  Route 7/Lime Rock Bridge project – update, safety issues and fines imposed by OSHA (Occupational Safety and Health Administration);
H.  Notification of forthcoming census visits between April and July.
VII.  OLD BUSINESS:

A.  Energy Tax Force (ETF) Report And Discussion Of Resolution – Communication from Lara Mittaud regarding energy plan (no contract provided). Pat advised that she is not willing to coordinate such a plan but that the Town would be willing to support the plan if there’s an active committee in place to implement the plan and do the necessary work. By consensus, the Board of Selectmen raised no objection to the plan, provided the foregoing would occur.

B.  Proposed Spending Plan for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 – Pat reported that the Board of Finance accepted the Plan as amended (amended to provide for the adding of a line item for legal fees in the amount of $500.00 to the Board of Finance budget);

C.  Update on Incentive Housing Zone Grant and Progress of Project –


D.  Update on Federal Stimulus Package – 


E.  Update on Water Tank Replacement on Beebe Hill Road – update; 3 tanks reduced to 2 tanks (model on display at Town Hall); Board of Finance previously approved bridge funding; Town of Canaan is in running for stimulus funds for the project, Faye Lawson looking to amend application to show severity of problem and greater need for assistance, making the application more favorable to stimulus funds (reimbursable at 50% of project costs); USDA application could take several months to prepare and submit, USDA may not be as favorable with interest rates.
VIII.  NEW BUSINESS: 

A. American Red Cross Request for Facility Agreement – Red Cross agreement for use of the 
Town Hall as an emergency facility up for renewal. FVVFD to be contacted regarding recommendation to Board of Selectman to approve renewal of Red Cross agreement for use of their building as an emergency facility. MOTION by Lewis, seconded by Lawson to authorize Pat Mechare, First Selectman, to sign Red Cross emergency facility agreements; Unanimous. 
B.  Discussion and Action on Engagement of Day Pitney LLP as Bond Counsel for 
Replacement of Water Tanks and Ancillary Equipment on Beebe Hill Road – MOTION by Lawson, seconded by Lewis to engage Day Pitney LLP as Bond Counsel for Replacement of Water Tanks and Ancillary Equipment on Beebe Hill Road, as recommended by Donna Brooks, Town counsel; Unanimous.
C. Setting of the Date for a Special Town Meeting and Items for the Call of Such Meeting – 
Pat summarized the items on the Agenda, including item #7, being a resolution regarding that portion of property at the site of the new Fire House, which the proposed cell phone tower will be located on. MOTION by Lewis, seconded by Lawson to approve the Warning of the town meeting set for Tuesday, April 21, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Lee H. Kellogg School, 47 Main Street, Falls Village; Unanimous.  (Mechare advised that she would take care of getting a moderator for the meeting.)
D. Signing of a contract with Berkshire Alarm for Fire House – MOTION by Lewis, 
seconded by Lawson to authorize Pat Mechare, First Selectman, to sign a renewal contract with Berkshire Alarm to continue maintenance of the alarm system at the Fire House, 35 Railroad Street; Unanimous.
E. Planning and Zoning Commission alternate position – The Republican Town Committee at 
their meeting held 3/17/09, selected Greg Marlowe for consideration as alternate to the Planning & Zoning Commission. MOTION by Lewis, seconded by Lawson to appoint Greg Marlowe as an alternate on the Planning & Zoning Commission, with a cautionary appointment that Marlowe would recuse himself with regard to any matters that came before the Commission concerning his employer, Century Aggregate; Unanimous.
IX.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS TO PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE BOARD: N/A

X.ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Lawson, seconded by Lewis the meeting unanimously adjourned at 8:17 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Alice Macchi, Recording Secretary.

