TOWN OF CANAAN BOARD OF FINANCE

Special Meeting

Thursday, June 4, 2009 6:30 p.m.

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031

PRESENT:

Chairman/Regular Member, Chuck Lemmen; Regular Members Of the 

Committee:  George Elling, Louis Timolat, Kent Allyn & Tom Grayson.

Also present:  Patricia Mechare, First Selectman; Linda Paviol, Town Treasurer; Maria Bulson, Lee H. Kellogg School (“LHK”) Principal; Board of Education Members:  Andrea Downs, Chairman, Dominick Caiati & Mary Atwood, Treasurer.

ABSENT:

Regular Member, John Allyn; Alternate Member, Jeff Jasmine.

Special Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Chuck Lemmen. 

AGENDA

Pat Mechare, First Selectman asked the Board to take action on two additional items for year end by way of recommendation to Town meeting:  (1) payment of the replacement of the floor in the Marie Graham Room at LHK; and (2) transfer of funds to the LHK Floor Replacement Reserve account.
MOTION - Kent Allyn moved to recommend to Town meeting that the Town of Canaan appropriate from the LHK Floor Replacement Reserve Account/Account No. 1702725649 up to the sum of $66,000.00 for payment of the replacement of the floor in the Marie Graham Room at Lee H. Kellogg School; seconded by Lou Timolat and unanimously approved.

MOTION -  Lou Timolat moved to recommend to Town meeting that the Town of Canaan transfer $27,000.00 from unexpended funds of the 2008-2009 Lee H. Kellogg School budget to the LHK Floor Replacement Reserve Account/Account No. 1702725649; seconded by George Elling and unanimously approved.

Review the revised Board of Education spending plan for fiscal year 2009 - 2010:  Andrea Downs, Board of Education Chairman gave an explanation of how the error in the previous budget (4-28-09) occurred, citing the error was as a result of the data entry in the excel program, which caused some entries to be excluded from the total sum, as well as an incorrect coding for an insurance entry, which triggered the notice of the errors.  Downs also gave an explanation of further changes made to the budget; specifically, changes in the budget to 100 Series Salaries, 200 Series Benefits, 300 Series Services, 400 Series Property Services, 600 Series Supplies, 700 Series Property and 800 Series Dues and Fees. Downs finalized the explanation by noting that the total Lee H. Kellogg School Budget represents a percentage difference of -1.2% and an approximate increase of $17,000.00 from the 4-28-09 Budget previously presented.

-Discussion regarding tuition students and tuition waiver students and the amount of fixed costs in the budget. Downs proposed that the budget represents approximately 75-80% of fixed costs. Downs explained that in considering tuition students, criteria of cost would be at a reduced cost of the actual per-pupil cost, but at no additional cost to the Town. Down further explained that tuition waiver students, meaning LHK teachers electing to enroll their children at LHK, as well as requests from HVRHS teachers to enroll their children at LHK, would include the same criteria as tuition students, except that tuition students would take precedence.
Make recommendations to Town Meeting regarding the Education spending plan and any other Town Meeting items brought before the Board: 
MOTION – Kent Allyn moved to recommend to Town meeting that the Town of Canaan appropriate up to the sum of $2,716,980 for educational expenses (Lee H. Kellogg School $1,730,478; Region One $986,502) for fiscal year 2009-2010; seconded by Tom Grayson and unanimously approved.

Pat Mechare advised that the Warning (Town of Canaan Special Town Meeting for Thursday, June 11, 2009 @ 7:00 PM at Lee H. Kellogg School, 47 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031) would appear in the Register Citizen.
Adjournment:  On motion by Lou Timolat, seconded by Kent Allyn the meeting adjourned at 7:09 p.m.  Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted, Alice Macchi, Recording Secretary.

Attachment to the minutes:  Canaan Board of Education Budget 2009-2010, 6-4-09 revision.
