TOWN OF CANAAN BOARD OF FINANCE

Regular Meeting

Monday, May 11, 2009 6:30 p.m.

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031

PRESENT:

Chairman/Regular Member, Chuck Lemmen; Regular Members Of the 

Committee:  George Elling, John Allyn, Louis Timolat, Kent Allyn. Tom Grayson.  

Also present:  Patricia Mechare, First Selectman; Pete Lawson, Selectman, Chuck Lewis, Selectman, Linda Paviol, Town Treasurer; Jean Bronson, Tax Collector, Patrick Sullivan, Lakeville Journal Representative.  

ABSENT:

Alternate Members, Jeff Jasmine.

Regular Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Chuck Lemmen. 

AGENDA

Public Comment:  Lou Timolat expressed a lack of understanding regarding Town Counsel’s explanation as to why the water works company is exempt from the overseeing by the Board of Finance regarding budgets and expenditures. Timolat proposed that he would prepare a Memorandum to Town Counsel outlining his lack of understanding of the explanation asking for clarification, unless there was an objection by the Board. By consensus, the Board expressed no objection. No further public comment.
Reports:

-Secretary’s Report/4-13-09 Reg Mtg:  Following discussion, the minutes were amended as follows:   to correct the language set forth in the Motion in item 3 under First Selectman’s Report to read as follows:  

“-Pat asked the Board for a motion with regard to item #6 of the Special Town Meeting Agenda recommending the matter to Town meeting. MOTION by Timolat, seconded by Elling and carried unanimously, that we recommend at Town Meeting that the Town of Canaan appropriate from the Town of Canaan Painting Reserve Account #1702368556 an amount not to exceed $21,000.00 to prepare, repair, prime and paint the exterior of the Town Hall at 108 Main Street.”   Motion by Kent Allyn, seconded by John Allyn and carried unanimously, it was moved to accept as amended the minutes of the 4/13/09 BOF Regular Meeting.

-Secretary’s Record/4-28-09 Public Budget Hearing:  Following discussion, the record was amended as follows:  (1) In paragraph two, a revision of the sentence from “Pat advised of reductions made to Non-Recurring Capital Accounts, noting that this would be a one-year only reduction and that any unexpended funds would be restored to the accounts.” to Pat advised of reductions made to Non-Recurring Capital Accounts, noting that this would be a one-year only reduction and that the Selectmen would recommend that any unexpended funds would be restored to the accounts; (2) the sentence, “Seney provided photos of emergency vehicles from the same era as the Fire Department’s current vehicles as well as an informational sheet outlining various recommendations as they pertain to the Fire Department’s current vehicles” be amended to eliminate the word “emergency”; and (3) the sentence, “After discussion, Chuck Lemmen indicated that the Fire Department should address these items and make the Selectmen aware of the current situation and ask that the decrease in the line-item be reconsidered” be amended to eliminate the words, and ask that the decrease in the line-item be reconsidered.   Motion by Kent Allyn, seconded by George Elling and carried unanimously, it was moved to accept as revised the record of the Public Budget Hearing of 4/28/09. 
-Tax Collector’s Report (April 2009):  Bronson presented her report, which included a Suspense List (May – 2009) of the names of delinquent motor vehicle taxpayers that could not be located asking that the list be approved for collection ($2,371.11) by Rossi Law Firm, collection agent. MOTION by Timolat, seconded by Kent Allyn and carried unanimously that the Tax Collector place the taxpayers listed on the Suspense List in suspense.  MOTION by Timolat, seconded by Kent Allyn and carried unanimously, to receive the Treasurer’s Reports as presented.  Jean Bronson advised that most Litchfield county towns are participating in a plan to accept credit card tax payments. Her understanding at this point is that the company offering the service is Point And Pay, which provides for no costs incurred by the Town with the only fee being a 2.95% fee imposed on the taxpayer. Bronson indicated more information on the plan would be forthcoming. Pat Mechare advised that either a policy would need to be adopted or an ordinance (requires Town meeting) set to implement the plan. Pat advised that she would confer with Donna Brooks, Town Attorney regarding which would be preferable.
-(April, 2009) Treasurer’s Report:  Paviol commented that things were going well with regard to revenue, bank investments were obviously down and that she was questioning a conveyance tax on a current transfer, which could result in additional tax being collected, the expected line items are over (as previously reported) but the overall budget is under. Paviol advised of a pending (proposed) regulation to extend the increased FDIC insured amount to the end of 2013.  Lemmen commented that a revenue report would be needed from Paviol for Town Meeting. Lemmen advised that traditionally a special meeting of the Board of Finance follows the Town Meeting for purposes of setting the mill rate. It was recommended that the Town Meeting be scheduled for the last week of May.  MOTION by George Elling, seconded by Kent Allyn and carried unanimously, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as presented.

-Board of Education Report:  MOTION by John Allyn, seconded by Tom Grayson, and carried unanimously, to receive the Board of Education Report as presented.

-First Selectman’s Report, presented by Pat Mechare:
-STEAP/103 Main Street – Pat reported that a meeting has been set for May 26th to try and get an Agreement in place for the STEAP grant. Pat advised that the STEAP Committee was comprised of the following members, Pat Mechare, Scott Klemens, Chuck Lewis and Denise Cohn. Pat commented that she was hopeful that the starting date would be that of the contract (Agreement) date to get the full two years; 

-prepare, repair, prime and paint the exterior of the Town Hall at 108 Main Street – Pat reported that two bids had been received, the lower from Robert Riccio in the amount of $16,540.00, which would most likely be accepted. It was recommended by the Board of Finance that the contract provide for a timeframe and that a penalty date for completion be included in the contract;

-Pat reported that she received a punch list from Tim Downs in his capacity as a member of the Truck Committee on behalf of the Fire Dept.;

-Budget section 4001/Recreation Commission Department/Line Item Town Farm Property:  Pat presented the Board members with a written outline regarding the intentions of the Recreation Commission, in accordance with a communication with Darin Dodge, Chair of the Recreation Commission.  Pat reported that she had been in touch with Dodge regarding future improvements to the property and an explanation of the Town Farm budget line item for proposed projects for the funds.  Pat reported that the Rec Commission had two pending projects, a sign (at the entrance of the driveway to the pool) and a picnic-barbeque area outside the pool fence, including costs for picnic tables, table umbrellas, benches and chairs and further including site work costs, at a total approximate cost of $11,400.00+/- (from the 2008-2009 budgeted funds), which projects would not be completed until the 2009-2010 fiscal year. Mechare recommended that the funds remaining in the current Town Farm property line ($20,581) be transferred to the Rec Commission pool account for payment of the sign/picnic-barbeque area, including the included costs indicated above. She further reported that the Rec Commission’s 2009-2010 budget provided for plans to build an “all-purpose” field.  Board of Selectmen recommended to Board of Finance that the 2009-2010 Town Farm budget line item be reduced from $25,500 to $10,000.00.

-Board of Selectmen requested of the Board of Finance to recommend to Town Meeting the transfer of $20,000.00 of unexpended funds in the municipal budget for 2008-2009 to 1028/Non-Recurring Capital Accounts:  1. Fire Truck Reserve - $10,000.00 and Truck Reserve - $10,000.00.
Communications:  N/A
Old Business:

Recommendations to Town Meeting re 2009-2010 spending plans:
Reduction in Town Farm Property line item of 4001/Recreation Commission budget for 2009-2010 Municipal Budget from $25,500.00 to $10,000.00.
Upon MOTION by Lemmen, seconded by Timolat it was moved to approve the purposes of the general municipal spending plan, as submitted by the Board of Selectmen and amended by the Board of Finance, and to recommend to the Town Meeting the appropriation of $1,516,248.00 for general municipal expenditures during the fiscal year 2009-2010. Unanimous. (Notation:  The subject municipal budget reflects hand-corrected expenditures to set forth the amount of $1,516,248.00 for the 2009-10 Estimates of Expenditures of the Total Government Budget.)
Lemmen asked for and by MOTION of George Elling, seconded by Kent Allyn, it was moved to recommend to the Town Meeting the appropriation of $2,699,608.00 for education expenditures during fiscal year 2009-2010. Unanimous.
Select an Auditor for 2008-2009 fiscal year:
Lemmen provided a written statement regarding a phone call he had with Lyn Meyers of Meyers & Co. dated 4-28-09 setting forth why the Town should hire Meyers & Co. rather than Zemaitis. Following discussion, the following Motion was made:  MOTION of Timolat, seconded by Elling and unanimously carried, that the Town of Canaan enter into a contract with Mike Zemaitis for the current year, 2008-2009 audit, for the amount of $13,400.00.
-Town Meeting Date:  Thursday, May 28, 2009, 7:00 p.m. at the Lee H. Kellogg School.
New Business: N/A.

Adjournment:  On motion by Kent Allyn, seconded by Tom Grayson the meeting adjourned at 7:56 p.m.  Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted, Alice Macchi, Recording Secretary.

Attachments to the minutes:

-Town of Canaan Municipal Budget  FY 2009-2010 Prepared by the Board of Selectmen For the Board of Finance, March 30, 2009 (w/hand corrected expenditures of the Board of Finance); and

-Canaan Board of Education Budget 2009-2010, 4-28-09.

