TOWN OF CANAAN BOARD OF FINANCE

Regular Meeting

Monday, April 13, 2009, 6:30 p.m.

Town Hall, 108 Main Street, Falls Village, CT  06031

PRESENT:

Chairman/Regular Member, Chuck Lemmen; Regular Members Of the 

Committee:  George Elling, John Allyn, Louis Timolat, Kent Allyn.  

Also present:  Patricia Mechare, First Selectman; Pete Lawson, Selectman, Chuck Lewis, Selectman, Linda Paviol, Town Treasurer; Patrick Sullivan, Lakeville Journal Representative.  Also present (7:00 p.m.) Tom Grayson.

ABSENT:

Alternate Members, Jeff Jasmine and Tracy Atwood.

Regular Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Chairman, Chuck Lemmen. 

Lemmen reported that Mike Zemaitis is no longer with Meyers & Company and that Zemaitis has submitted a counter-offer proposal for auditing services for the Town, which matter will be discussed at the May Regular Meeting.
AGENDA

Public Comment:  N/A.

Reports:

-Secretary’s Report:  Motion by Timolat, seconded by Kent Allyn and carried unanimously, it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 3/09/09 BOF Regular Meeting.

-Secretary’s Report:  Motion by Timolat, seconded by Kent Allyn and carried unanimously, it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 3/16/09 BOF Special Meeting.

-Secretary’s Report:  Motion by Timolat, seconded by Kent Allyn and carried unanimously, it was moved to accept as presented the minutes of the 3/30/09 BOF Special Meeting.

-(March, 2009) Treasurer’s Report:  Paviol commented that the funds ($17,000.00+) from the State Dept. of Transportation for the Johnson Road project have finally been received, and the same are reflected in the revenue report. Timolat again questioned the budgetary process for the spending for the water project; questioning by what statutory authority is money disbursed from municipal funds when there is no budget set for non-independent status (The Water Company).  MOTION by Kent Allyn, seconded by Timolat and carried unanimously, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as presented.

-(February, 2009 & March, 2009) Tax Collector’s Reports:  MOTION by Elling, seconded by John Allyn and carried unanimously, to receive the Treasurer’s Reports as presented.

-Board of Education Report:  MOTION by Kent Allyn, seconded by John Allyn, and carried unanimously, to receive the Board of Education Report as presented.

-First Selectman’s Report, presented by Pat Mechare:

-Pat reported that the bid package for the Town Hall repairs, priming and painting (exterior) is ready to go out;
-Pat advised of a Special Town meeting scheduled for 4/21 with the Warning of the meeting to be in the Lakeville Journal. A copy of the Agenda was provided;
-Pat asked the Board for a motion with regard to item #6 of the Special Town Meeting Agenda recommending the matter to Town meeting. MOTION by Timolat, seconded by Elling and carried unanimously, that the Town of Canaan disburse from the Town of Canaan Painting Reserve Account #1702368556 an amount not to exceed $21,000.00 to prepare, repair, prime and paint the exterior of the Town Hall at 108 Main Street.

-Regarding the Special Town Meeting Agenda items, Pat advised that items 1-3 are standard annual items and items 4 & 5 were previously approved (last Fall);
-Pat provided a written response from Donna Brooks, dated April 9, 2009, regarding the Town of Canaan Water Commission and specifically providing an opinion as to the nature of the entity. Timolat asked if the letter addressed the disbursement of funds and Mechare advised that it did not;

-Pat reported that the funds ($17,000.00+) from the State Dept. of Transportation for the Johnson Road project have finally been received (as previously reported by Paviol);

-Pat reported as to the possibility of another reduction in State funds, estimating a loss in revenue to the Town of approximately $38,000 - $40,000 from last year;

-STEAP/FVVFD – Pat reported that the permit is close to being in place and that once that occurs, the site work will continue;

-STEAP/107 Main Street – no contact from State yet;

-STEAP/103 Main Street – no word regarding Agreement;

-Pat advised that Tim Downs, Town Highway Department, has asked that the current Town truck be replaced and has found a used 2007 Chevy, 2 wheel-drive pick-up truck, 4,000 miles, 5 year/50,000 mile warranty, auto-transmission (“vehicle”) for sale, $12,000.00. MOTION by Timolat, secondary to Board of Selectmen action, seconded by Kent Allyn and carried unanimously to approve the expenditure of up to $12,000.00 from the general funds account for the purchase of the vehicle, and further recommends to Town meeting, the appropriation of up to $12,000.00 from the Truck Reserve account back to the general funds account.
-Comment by John Allyn reiterating his concern regarding the reduction in funds to the reserve accounts in the new proposed budget.
Communications:  Lemmen introduced Tom Grayson and advised of Grayson’s interest in becoming a regular member of the Board of Finance. Grayson provided some background information on himself and his family and asked that he be considered for the vacant Board of Finance regular member position. Lemmen advised that a Special meeting for the election of Tom Grayson to the Board of Finance would be held at 6:15 p.m. on May 11, 2009 (reflected as being 15 minutes prior to the next BOF regular meeting).
Old Business:

-Further consideration of 2009-2010 spending plans: Comment by Kent Allyn that the Board of Education budget report for this year was acceptable but that an increase of an added bus would greatly increase future budgets and noted the teacher-student ratio as a personal concern.  Regarding the Board of Selectmen’s budget, it was noted that the only change was the adding of a line item for legal expenses (in the amount of $500.00) for the Board of Finance.
-Set date and time for public budget hearing: MOTION by Lemmen, seconded by Timolat and carried unanimously to set the public budget hearing for Tuesday, April 28, 2009 to be held at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 108 Main Street. (Representatives from both the Board of Education and Board of Selectman to attend for purposes of presentation and questions/answers.)
New Business: N/A.
Adjournment:  On motion by Kent Allyn, seconded by John Allyn the meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  Unanimous.

Respectfully submitted, Alice Macchi, Recording Secretary.
